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Nash officials condemn Capitol riot

Historic school gifted to nonprofit 2 charged 
in Castalia 
killing 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Authori-
ties have made two arrests 

in the death of 
a Rocky Mount 
man whose 
body was found 
in a Castalia 
brush fire last 
month.

The decedent 
has been identi-
fied as 27-year-
old Dominick 
Jermaine 
Parker. He died 
of gunshot 
wounds.

“After the 
death, the 
suspects at-

tempted to burn the body 
in an attempt to cover up 
the crime, which resulted 
in the brush fire that led to 
the initial discovery,” said 
Maj. Eddie Moore of the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

Elijah Devone Alston, 26,  
has been charged with first-
degree murder and conceal-
ment and failure to report a 
death. 

Cimone Altanese John-
son, 25, has been charged 
with accessory after the 
fact to murder for this 
case along with other drug 
charges that were already 
outstanding from an unre-
lated narcotics investiga-
tion. 

Alston, of James Road 
northeast of Nashville, is 
being held without bond. 
Johnson, of Athletic Club 
Boulevard in Clayton, re-
ceived a $500,000 secured 
bond. Both are being held in 
the Nash County Detention 
Center. 

“A clear motive in this case 
is unknown at this time,” 
Moore said.

On Dec. 30, deputies and 
firefighters responded to a 
suspicious fire call on the 
8300 block of N.C. 58 North. 
They found Parker’s body in 
a brush fire.

This investigation is ongo-
ing. Anyone with informa-
tion in the case can call the 
sheriff’s office at 252-459-
4121.   

Johnson

Alston

Nash prison installing air purifiers to fight virus
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

MOMEYER — The state is installing 
air purifiers in all of its prisons, including 
Nash Correctional Institution.

The medium-security prison was the site 
of last month’s worst coronavirus break-
out in the state prison system.

The coronavirus ran wild at the prison 
last month. By mid-December, 150 of 630 
inmates had been infected, and one had 
died. Another inmate died Christmas Day.

The COVID-19 spread wasn’t limited to 

the prison, Nash County ZIP code 27804 
topped every location in the state for the 
number of coronavirus deaths.

The total number of COVID-19 cases in 
Nash County has risen to 6,611 with 127 
deaths. As of Jan. 8, 53 patients were hos-
pitalized at Nash UNC Health Care.

“The Nash County Health Department 
has started to implement COVID-19 vac-
cination services and will no longer send 
out data on the number of individuals 
recovered and isolated at home due to the 
increasing demand for vaccinations,” said 
Jerome Garner, public health education 

specialist and the department’s public in-
formation officer.

A Thursday event the health depart-
ment held at Nash Central High School in 
Rocky Mount to vaccinate senior citizens 
against coronavirus led to long lines as 
more people showed up than the number 
of vaccines available.

Nearly 4,000 air purifiers are being 
installed in the ductwork of 53 North 
Carolina prisons in an effort to combat 
the spread of COVID-19, said John Bull, 

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

See PRISON, Page 2A

Rep. G.K. Butterfield captured this image of National Guard troops 
walking past Vaclav Havel’s statue in the U.S. Capitol halls Jan. 6 
after police regained control of the building. Contributed photo 

By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

Federal and state officials 
on both sides of the aisle rep-
resenting Nash County con-
demned the violent upheaval in 
the nation’s capital last week.

A protest rally supporting 
President Donald Trump’s bid 
to challenge election results 
turned violent when a mob vio-
lently occupied the Capitol on 
Jan. 6, interrupting Congress’ 
electoral vote count. 

Present during the riot, U.S. 
Rep. G.K. Butterfield describes 
it as an attempted insurrection. 

“I was nervous,” said But-
terfield, a Wilson Democrat 

representing the 1st Congres-
sional District, which now in-
cludes Nash County. 

Butterfield said he was 
locked in his office during the 
harrowing experience. 

“We had to lock the doors, 
pull out our gas masks that we 
keep at our fingertips and be 
on call to evacuate,” Butterfield 
said. “It was unsettling; we 
didn’t know what the next min-
utes were going to bring.”

Butterfield blames Trump.
“These protesters would not 

have engaged in that unlawful 
behavior if not for the encour-
agement of the president,” But-
terfield said.

Recently re-elected state Rep. 
James Gailliard said everyone 

witnessed proof that American 
democracy is fragile during the 
incident, which was televised live. 

“I am deeply troubled by the 
insurrection that took place at 
our nation’s Capitol yesterday 
and the photos that captured 
this event,” Gailliard said Thurs-
day. “Robert Kennedy Jr. stated, 
‘Democracy is messy, and it’s 
hard. It’s never easy.’ Yesterday 
was hard. Yesterday was hard 
because we witnessed hate in 
action. Yesterday was hard be-
cause we saw the power of lies 
and conspiracies about stolen 
elections and fraud. Yesterday 
was hard because of the duplic-
ity of response to rioting and 

See RIOT, Page 2A

An investor who purchased the C.C. Spaulding School two years ago has gifted a portion of the property to the resource center, a nonprofit 
that previously used the building for two decades. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — A path-
way for the Spaulding Family 
Resource Center to return to 
the old C.C. Spaulding School 
is now possible after an inves-
tor who bought the property 
recently gifted part of the land 
to the nonprofit. 

The resource center received 
10 acres of the property — 

including the buildings — as 
a gift on Dec. 30, the Nash 
County Tax Office confirmed 
last week.

After operating out of the old 
school building on Pine Street 
since the 1990s, the resource 
center moved to another 
downtown location about a 
year ago.

Scott McLaughlin through 
S&J Holdings purchased the 
27-acre property for $173,911 
in 2018 from the Nash-Rocky 

Mount Board of Education 
after it declared the property 
surplus and sold it at auction. 

It isn’t immediately clear 
what McLaughlin plans to do 
with property he retains at the 
site. He didn’t return messages 
seeking comment in time for 
this story. 

McLaughlin has other invest-
ments in the area. With part-
ners, McLaughlin purchased 
and refurbished the old Hard-
ee’s headquarters in Rocky 

Mount. The N.C. Division of 
Motor Vehicles moved into the 
building last month.

The resource center was 
allowed to remain at the old 
school for a year when the 
Global Achievers Charter 
School took over the property 
in mid-2018.

The charter school lost its li-
cense and closed when it failed 
to meet required attendance 

See SPAULDING, Page 2A
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spokesman for the N.C. 
Department of Public 
Safety.

The air ionizers work 
by making the virus par-
ticles heavier and easier 
to filter. The IWave air 
purifiers were bought last 
month at a cost of $1.8 
million.

“The health and safety 
of the staff and the of-
fenders in our custody is 
our No. 1 priority,” said 
Todd Ishee, commis-
sioner of prisons. “These 
devices will help to stop 
the airborne spread of 
the virus in our facilities 
and is another tool to use 

in our ongoing efforts to 
mitigate the impact of 
this awful virus.”

Around 20% of the in-
stallations have been com-
pleted and the project is 
anticipated to be finished 
by early next month. The 
prison system’s facility 
management staff is in-
stalling the purifiers with 
the assistance of staff in 
central engineering and 
the Department of Public 
Safety’s Office of Safety, 
Occupational and Envi-
ronmental Health, Bull 
said.

IWave is an air purify-
ing device that installs in 
any duct air conditioning 
system. When air passes 

over the IWave, ions 
produced by the device 
reduce pathogens, al-
lergens, particles, smoke 
and odors in the air, cre-
ating a healthful environ-
ment without producing 
any harmful byproducts.

These air purifying 
systems are in use in 
some other prison sys-
tems across the country, 
including Missouri and 
South Carolina, as well 
as at Wake Forest and 
Duke universities and at 
Duke Medical Center.

“We look forward to 
seeing air quality benefits 
across North Carolina’s 
prison system for years 
to come,” Ishee said. 

continued from page 1A

Prison: ‘Help to stop the airborne spread’

looting. Yesterday was hard because we 
saw the politics of division. Yesterday 
was hard because the systemic injus-
tices of our criminal justice system were 
televised globally for all to witness. Yes-
terday was hard because of the silence 
of almost every major North Carolina 
elected official in the Republican Party. 
Silence is complicity.”

Gailliard, a Democrat, said he wasn’t 
silent when Black Lives Matter and 
Antifa protesters and others destroyed 
portions of North Carolina cities.

“I said then and I say again now, ‘When 
your protesting crosses the line of dam-
aging people and property and breaking 
laws, you are now a criminal and should 
be treated as such,’” Gailliard said.

State Sen. Lisa Barnes, R-Nash, con-
demned the riot.

“Yesterday’s violence and rioting at 
the U.S. Capitol was unacceptable, and 
I strongly condemn the actions of those 
responsible,” Barnes said. “For 220 
years, we have used debate and peace-
ful processes to solve our differences, 
and it’s been a guiding light to nations 
everywhere. That won’t change.”

U.S. Attorney Robert J. Higdon Jr., a 
Trump appointee, called out the Capi-
tol protesters as criminals.

“Yesterday, a number of individuals 
assaulted the Capitol building in Wash-
ington, D.C., in an attempt to interfere 
with the functioning of our Congress 
and to delay and disrupt the conduct of 
the nation’s business,” Higdon said in 
a Thursday statement. “Those who at-
tacked the Capitol are not patriots, they 
are anarchists; and their actions were 
an assault on democracy and the rule 
of law.”

Higdon said federal authorities in the 
District of Columbia will investigate 
and prosecute those who committed 
crimes during the Capitol riot. 

“But, if investigations reveal that citi-
zens of the Eastern District of North Car-
olina traveled to Washington from our 
district with the intent to commit federal 
crimes, we will prosecute them here in 
the Eastern District,” Higdon added. 

At least seven people arrested in 
connection with the unrest were from 
North Carolina. All seven of those peo-
ple face a curfew violation charge.

Gov. Roy Cooper, a Nash native, 

has joined other officials in calling for 
Trump’s removal.

“This president has betrayed our 
country and is therefore unfit to lead 
it,” Cooper posted on Twitter the day 
after the incident.

Both U.S. senators from North Caro-
lina denounced the storming of the 
Capitol building.

Richard Burr and Thom Tillis, both 
Republicans — who announced they 
would not object to the electoral count 
— issued a statement condemning the 
attempt to stop the process.

Later that night, Congress confirmed 
President-elect Joe Biden’s electoral 
victory.

“For nearly 250 years, our nation’s 
commitment to the peaceful transition 
of power has been the shining hallmark 
of our democracy,” Burr said. “Today, 
America’s core principles were threat-
ened by those seeking to forcibly stop 
our electoral process and overturn the 
results of a presidential election with 
which they disagreed.”

Burr said the action wasn’t in defense 
of the country but an attack on it.

“I supported President Trump’s legal 
right to contest the election results 
through the courts, but the courts have 
now unanimously and overwhelmingly 
rejected these suits,” Burr said. “No evi-
dence of voter fraud has emerged that 
would warrant overturning the 2020 
election. The president bears responsi-
bility for today’s events by promoting 
the unfounded conspiracy theories that 
have led to this point. It is past time to 
accept the will of American voters and 
to allow our nation to move forward.”

Gailliard said he invites everyone to 
join in redoubling commitments to make 
Nash County and North Carolina places 
where all people, regardless of race or 
class, have equal opportunities to thrive.

“Join me in praying for those who 
lost their lives during the D.C. insurrec-
tion,” Gailliard said. “Join me in pray-
ing for the safety of Congress; every 
law enforcement officer; every elected 
official and all our citizens.”

Gailliard said the nation can choose to 
allow a new day to dawn from the ashes.

“It is time we build bridges over these 
troubled waters and heal our nation 
from hate,” Gailliard said. “I am hope-
ful about what we can accomplish if we 
choose to work together and not apart.”

continued from page 1A

Riot: ‘Heal our nation from hate’

and other goals. The 
closure left the resource 
center alone in the empty 
school building.

The resource center 
then sought a new home 
because of the high cost 
of its lease at the old 
school. In 2019, the re-
source center moved into 
a former day care cen-
ter at Nash and Walnut 
streets across from First 
Baptist Church.

The old day care prop-
erty was auctioned off in 
March. The resource cen-
ter has a lease that’s good 
for another year.

Town Manager Jae 
Kim also serves on the 
resource center’s board 
of directors. He said the 
nonprofit would more 
than likely have to ap-
ply for a conditional-use 
permit to be able to move 
back into the old school 

building.
The resource center 

wanted the property to 
preserve it, Kim said.

“They have a lot of 
work ahead of them,” 
Kim said. “They are no 
longer grandfathered in, 
so they would probably 
have to bring the building 
up to code. The center 
will have to deal with the 
county and the town.”

The town isn’t finan-
cially involved with the 
resource center, but Kim 
said the possibility ex-
ists the center could ask 
for the town’s help with 
funding.

The large and loyal 
C.C. Spaulding Alumni 
Association lost a year-
long bidding war to 
purchase the old school. 
The group wanted the 
property to maintain its 
existence and identity, 
bidding $150,000 for it.

The Spaulding alumni 

and resource center 
aren’t the same entity, 
although the association 
supports the resource 
center, said Bernard 
Howard, president of the 
alumni association.

“We had nice plans for 
its use,” Howard said. 
“We were looking into a 
Boys & Girls Club.”

Spaulding was origi-
nally founded as a Black 
high school. Upon in-
tegration, the facility 
became a middle and 
elementary school before 
being closed decades 
ago.

The resource center 
offers a supervised play 
group for children up to 
preschool age, a comput-
er lab with Nash Com-
munity College classes 
two days a week, senior 
bingo on Wednesday 
afternoons and a variety 
of seminars to benefit se-
nior citizens. 

continued from page 1A

Spaulding: Possible Boys & Girls Club
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A solution for 
budget-busting 
hospital bills 

If you’re scheduling a surgery or screening 
this year, break out the calculator along with 
your calendar.

Under a federal rule that took effect on 
New Year’s Day, all U.S. hospitals are re-
quired to publish online price lists containing 
average costs for 300 common procedures, 
and patients can now obtain cost-sharing es-
timates from their health insurance company 
before going under the knife.

The rule, CMS-9915-F, was developed in response to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s June 2019 executive order requiring 
improvements in health care price transparency. Hospitals 
fought the reform tooth and nail, but the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Columbia Circuit upheld the rule 
Dec. 29, dismantling the flimsy arguments against disclosure 
in a masterful 25-page opinion.

Consumers can now comparison-shop for routine services 
like colonoscopies and determine roughly how much they’ll 
be charged after insurers pay their share, reducing the phe-
nomenon of surprise billing that leaves patients powerless 
and often penniless.

About a third of American workers have medical debt, 
and 54% of patients in arrears say they’ve defaulted on their 
bills, according to a 2020 Salary Finance survey. A March 
2019 paper in the American Journal of Public Health cites 
medical issues as the No. 1 reason for new bankruptcy fil-
ings.

That isn’t a shock to anyone on a tight budget whose 
needs go beyond an annual checkup. Health care is the 
only service where you assume responsibility for a debt 
without knowing its amount. Price secrecy eliminates hos-
pitals’ need to compete for patients’ business, driving up 
the direct costs that appear on your ballooning bills and 
the indirect costs passed along to taxpayers and insurance 
enrollees.

Transparency will help businesses and government agen-
cies as much as patients, allowing health plan administrators 
to research the rates hospitals hammer out with insurance 
companies. Those figures were a closely guarded industry 
secret.

Just ask North Carolina State Treasurer Dale Folwell, 
who’s been on a crusade for clear pricing since a summer 
2018 attempt to audit the state’s billings from Blue Cross 
Blue Shield. A public records request for the insurer’s 
University of North Carolina Health Care System contract 
yielded a useless document with more redactions than a 
Pentagon memo, black rectangles obscuring nearly every 
page.

“This court decision gives us a real path forward to get-
ting rid of secret contracts and pushing the power down to 
the consumer to make informed decisions when purchasing 
health care,” Folwell said.

The American Hospital Association sued Health and 
Human Services Secretary Alex Azar to block the trans-
parency rule. A federal district judge granted a summary 
judgment for the defendant, which means the claims were 
too weak to merit a hearing. The appeals court delivered 
another defeat, but the trade group’s anti-patient advocacy 
continues.

Executive Vice President Tom Nickels told Kaiser 
Health News that the AHA plans to lobby President-
elect Joe Biden’s administration to modify the final rule. 
While the health care industry swings a big stick in 
Washington, rolling back price disclosures conflicts with 
the Affordable Care Act’s mission to demystify hospital 
charges.

Then-President Barack Obama’s signature 2010 health 
reform included a disclosure requirement, but a correspond-
ing federal rule made that ineffectual by allowing hospitals 
to publish chargemasters — lists of inflated sticker prices 
that bear little relationship to what patients actually pay — in 
lieu of calculated averages.

For all his criticism of Obamacare, the outgoing president 
strengthened a piece of his predecessor’s best-known leg-
islation. Biden can’t countermand Trump on transparency 
without betraying Obama.

Rulemaking is a lengthy process under the Administrative 
Procedure Act’s notice and comment provisions, so public 
hospital pricing won’t disappear overnight. You can increase 
its chances of survival by putting the new disclosure rule to 
work for your family.

Visit local hospitals’ websites and take a gander at the 
price lists. If they’re absent, ask hospital executives to post 
them. That shouldn’t require much persuasion, as CMS-
9915-F is in effect and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services begins compliance audits this month. The agency 
accepts complaints online.

For non-emergency care that can be scheduled in advance, 
review prices for several hospitals within driving distance 
and contact your insurance company for cost-share esti-
mates. You might be surprised how much you can save.

Corey Friedman is editor of The Enterprise and executive edi-
tor of Restoration NewsMedia. In this weekly column for Cre-
ators Syndicate, he explores solutions to political conflicts 
from an independent perspective. Follow him on Twitter @
coreywrites. To read features by other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit www.creators.com.

Town should help 
fix Faith Christian 
Ministries building

Faith Christian Ministries of 
Spring Hope helped me stop 
an eviction order and catch 
up on my back rent. The or-
ganization has helped many 
people in Spring Hope, includ-
ing me, and we need them in 

our town.
The town should help the 

group’s leaders solve the 
problems so they can repair 
their building, operate their 
store and continue to help the 
people of Spring Hope.

I’m a valued customer of 
Faith Christian Ministries 
since 2015. I am asking for 
your help to repair our build-
ing where the building next 

to us did damage to ours. We 
are losing money and need 
our customers back so we can 
get back into the business of 
providing much-needed assis-
tance to the people of Spring 
Hope.

We really appreciate any 
help. Thanks!

Alethea Bryant
SPRING HOPE 

Appeasement led to Capitol riot
The shock-

ing, deadly 
siege of the 
U.S. Capitol 
by Trump 
supporters 
last week, 
spurred on by 
the president 
and some of 

his GOP allies, has thrown 
national politics into turmoil 
this week. 

Nobody over the weekend 
knew what will happen or 
even agreed on what should 
happen, but on two points, 
the consensus of specula-
tion within both parties is 
similar. 

First, after he openly 
mounted what America 
witnessed as a failed insur-
rection, most members of 
Congress (like most Ameri-
cans, polls show) want Don-
ald Trump out of office now 
before he can do any more 
damage to the country; the 
only question is how best to 
get it done — resignation, in-
vocation of the 25th Amend-
ment or a historic second 
impeachment.

Secondly, a steadily in-
creasing number of lawmak-
ers, administration officials, 
journalists and mental 
health professionals agree 
that the pathological men-
tal state of the president is 
more delusional and desper-
ate than ever, making the 
days until Joe Biden’s Jan. 
20 inauguration extremely 
dangerous for the entire 
country. And security ex-
perts are particularly wor-
ried about right-wing ex-
tremist violence aimed at the 
inauguration itself.

Last week was already 
quite historic, starting with 
the Democrats on Tuesday 
capturing both U.S. Senate 
seats in Georgia, giving them 
effective control over the 
Senate. And 12 Republican 
senators and more than 100 
representatives had already 
announced plans to chal-
lenge several state slates of 
Electoral College voters dur-
ing the normally ceremonial 
tally of votes by Congress on 
Wednesday.

The giant protest rally 
Trump had organized was al-
so expected since calls for his 
faithful to come to Washing-
ton for a “wild” time had been 
flying over the internet for 
weeks. And they did, gleefully 
and in full crazy mode to what 
was meant to intimidate GOP 

lawmakers and Vice President 
Mike Pence into supporting 
the president’s attempt to re-
verse the election.

But what wasn’t expected 
was that Trump and oth-
ers would send the crowd 
down the mall to “combat” 
congressional action or 
that they would storm the 
Capitol, breaking doors and 
windows as hundreds of 
people overpowered the piti-
fully poor police protection, 
swarmed into the building 
and wreaked havoc as they 
put Congress in lockdown 
for six hours until order was 
restored. 

It was the first occupation 
of the Capitol since 1814. A 
hanging noose was set up 
with Pence’s name and intrud-
ers searched for him. Trump 
and Confederate flags were 
waved. Offices were vandal-
ized. Five people died. And, 
phone videos captured, Trump 
gleefully watched it all on tele-
vision without lifting a finger. 
Finally, he told the crowd via 
video to go home and that he 
“loved” them because they are 
“special people.”

What horrified Americans 
saw were domestic terrorists, 
not patriots, many of whom 
came armed and intending 
to cause trouble. It also back-
fired, angering most members 
of Congress from both parties. 
They denounced the presi-
dent’s actions and completed 
their constitutional duty of 
certifying Biden’s presidential 
victory.

The failed insurrection has 
spurred many Americans, 
including many prominent 
Republicans, to acknowledge 
Trump’s deranged mental 
state, declare him unfit for of-
fice and call for his removal. 
Twitter and Facebook finally 
turned him off. Administra-
tion officials have quit in pro-
test and GOP lawmakers have 
said privately if not openly 
they are open to removing 
Trump before he can do more 
harm.

The Republican Party is 
fracturing, pitting institution-
alists against Trumpists, and 
politicians are still fearful 
of Trump’s personality cult 
among average voters. His 
extremist base has revealed it-
self as truly deplorable, but it’s 
also sizeable, so the politics of 
the moment are, shall we say, 
fluid.

But what strikes me in all 
of this craziness and newly 
found Republican remorse 

is that none of it had to 
happen. The party learned 
years ago of Trump’s law-
lessness and fascist-like 
authoritarianism and em-
braced it. Trump’s call to 
the Georgia secretary of 
state trying to change votes 
was the same kind of cor-
ruption he attempted a year 
earlier against the president 
of Ukraine, an amply proven 
abuse of power that earned 
him impeachment in Decem-
ber 2019 by the Democratic-
led House of Representa-
tives.

The Republican-led Senate 
ignored Trump’s lawlessness 
at his trial, refusing even 
to consider all the evidence 
against him, in a cynical 
political ploy to maintain 
power and appease Trump’s 
“base.” When they acquitted 
Trump in February, the Re-
publican senators joined his 
White House celebration as 
heroes.

Donald Trump was no less 
mentally unstable and no 
more honest then than he is 
now. He just learned he could 
get away with anything. And 
America has suffered.

Just think, if the Senate had 
removed Trump from office 
then, elevating Pence to the 
presidency, how many fewer 
people would have died since 
then from Trump’s poor re-
sponse to COVID-19?

How many fewer cities 
would have burned during the 
summer because racial justice 
was ignored? 

How much less division 
would the country have suf-
fered without Trump’s base-
less accusations of election 
fraud? 

How much more secure 
would Americans be without 
having to worry now whether 
Trump might start a war 
against Iran? 

Might not the Republicans 
have kept the Senate and per-
haps even the White House, 
instead of losing control of 
all three branches of govern-
ment?

Who knows? But we 
learned in World War II that 
appeasing bullies doesn’t 
work, and Republicans 
learned last week that failing 
to stand up for what is right 
can sooner or later carry a 
heavy price, which America 
is now paying.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resi-
dent, is The Enterprise’s editor 
and publisher emeritus.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all 
that night the Lord drove the sea back . . . and turned it 
into dry land. . . . and the Israelites went through the sea 
on dry ground. (Exodus 14:21-22)

PRAYER: Dear Father, give us the strength to lift our hands to 
you when we are weak from struggle. Amen.

COREY 
FRIEDMAN

KEN 
RIPLEY



Ruddy Van Hopkins
July 22, 1948 — Jan. 3, 2021

NASHVILLE — Ruddy Van Hopkins, 72, 
passed away Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021. 

He was born July 22, 1948, in Nash County 
to the late Monroe and Ruby Bunn Hopkins. 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by a sister, Peggy Bright; and brothers, 
Earl and Tommy Hopkins.

Ruddy loved his family, working in the yard 
and anything outdoors. 

He leaves to cherish his memory his loving 
wife of 52 years, Betty Moss Hopkins; a son, 
Jeremy Van Hopkins; two daughters, Lynn 
Carter (Ryan) and Teresa Lowe (Robert); 
grandchildren, Haley Carter and Alexys Lowe; 
great-grandchild, Carter Grace; two brothers, 
Don Hopkins (Debbie) and Scottie Hopkins 
(Aubrey); and sisters, Darlene Jennings (Jer-
ry), Rubelene Knot, Diane Gupton and Nancy 
Whitley (Carroll).

A graveside service was held at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, at the Hopkins Family 
Cemetery of Nashville.

Cornerstone Funeral Home, 1052 S. First St., 
Nashville, is honored to be caring for the Hop-
kins family. Words of comfort may be shared 
at www.cornerstonefuneralhomeandcrema-
tions.com. 

Matthew Alan Evans
May 11, 1986 — Jan. 1, 2021

BAILEY — Matthew A. Evans, 34, passed 
away unexpectedly in a tragic car accident 
Jan. 1, 2021.

Graveside services were conducted at 2 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 7, at Oak Dale Cemetery, 
Spring Hope.

Matthew was born May 11, 1986, in Rocky 
Mount. He is the son of Amy Dickens Evans of 
Bailey and Mark Alan Evans (Ronette Evans) 
of Picayune, Mississippi. 

He was preceded in death by his paternal 
grandfather, Lawrence Evans; paternal grand-
mother, Joyce Evans; maternal grandfather, 
William Curtis Dickens; and maternal grand-
mother, Lottie Lou Dickens.

In addition to his parents, Matthew is sur-
vived by an older brother, Daniel Evans of 
Pearl River, Louisiana; his fiancé, Savannah 
Tedesco; a daughter, Samantha Clare Evans 
and son, Wyatt Alan Evans, both of Wilson; 
and nephew, Luke Evans of Picayune, Missis-
sippi; and many beloved aunts, uncles, cousins 
and friends.  

Matthew attended Spring Hope and Spauld-
ing Elementary School in his youth. He was 
an alumni of Southern Nash High School, Bai-
ley. Matthew also served in the United States 
Coast Guard.

He enjoyed being a father and spending time 
with his two children. Matthew loved fishing 
and gaming. He was as avid Tar Heels fan.

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made 
to The Samantha and Wyatt Evans Scholar-
ship Fund, First Citizens Bank, PO Box 249, 
Spring Hope, NC 27882.

Arrangements are being provided by Spring 
Hope Funeral Home, 7881 Webbs Mill Road, 
Spring Hope, NC 27882. Online condolences 
may be made to www.springhopefh.com.

THE ENTERPRISE publishes brief death notices at 
no charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid 
basis. The obituary deadline for each print edition 
is 4 p.m. Friday. Contact Lori Parrish at 252-265-
7850 with questions. 

OBITUARIES
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Barnes sworn in as state senator
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117 

State Sen. Lisa Barnes is set to 
take her ceremonial oath of office 
this week in Raleigh, but she’s 
already been sworn in at a quiet 
ceremony last week in her home-
town of Nashville.

“This ceremony holds a special 
significance to my family and 
me,” Barnes said. “We have a tra-
dition of celebrating Epiphany on 
Jan. 6, and it is the same date that 
Judge Paul Newby swore me into 
the N.C. House two years ago.”

The ceremony took place at the 
Nash County Courthouse with 
Superior Court Judge Quentin 
Sumner administering the oath. 
Sumner did the same when 
Barnes first took office as a coun-
ty commissioner years ago.

Nash County GOP Chairman 
Mark Edwards attended the cer-
emony last week. He said he’s 
known Barnes for many years.

“She is dedicated to the resi-
dents of Nash County,” Edwards 
said. “I know she’ll do her best 
to represent Nash and Johnston 
counties.”

Elected in November, Barnes 
now represents Senate District 
11, consisting of Nash and John-
ston counties. The seat was previ-
ously held by Rick Horner, a Bai-
ley native who chose not to run 
for re-election.

Barnes previously served in the 
N.C. House of Representatives 

and as a member of the Nash 
County Board of Commissioners.

During the 2021 legislative ses-
sion, she will be serving on four 
committees: education; agricul-
ture appropriations; health care; 
and agriculture, energy and envi-
ronment.

Barnes said she’s looking for-
ward to serving on these commit-
tees and quickly getting to work 
in Raleigh.

“My first priority will be to 
ensure the COVID-19 vaccine is 

distributed efficiently, quickly and 
fairly to all North Carolinians,” 
Barnes said. “We need to stream-
line this process so we can swiftly 
and safely reopen the state’s 
economy and get rid of these 
overbearing restrictions.”

Barnes is a Republican. She was 
incorrectly identified as a Demo-
crat in a previous Enterprise 
article about her efforts to gain 
broadband internet for Nash and 
Franklin counties as House Dis-
trict 7 representative.

With husband Johnny Barnes watching, new state Sen. Lisa Barnes takes 
the oath of office administered by Nash County Superior Court Judge 
Quentin Sumner at the courthouse in Nashville on Jan. 6. Lindell J. Kay | 
Enterprise

Horner leaves legacy of consensus, courage
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
| 252-265-8117 

Leaving office of his 
own accord after two 
terms, outspoken and 
never intimidated state 
Sen. Rick Horner says 
he served his constituent 
counties out of love and 
dedication.

Horner, a maverick 
Republican, spent four 
years in the N.C. Senate, 
serving portions of Nash, 
Wilson and Johnston 
counties in his first term 
and all of Nash and a 
portion of Johnston in 
his second term.

As far as any future 
elected service, especial-
ly if the district changes 
again to include Wilson 
County, Horner would 
only say, “We’ll see what 
happens.”

Horner is assessing 
ways he can add value 
in Raleigh, but for the 
immediate future, he 
will continue to dabble 
in real estate at the 
coast, Horner said in a 
Friday phone interview 
while looking at beach 
properties in Carteret 
County.

Horner said he felt 
his biggest accomplish-
ments in the state Senate 
were finding consensus 
where necessary and 
standing up for what’s 
right when needed.

“You don’t have to run 
a place or have your 
name at top of a bill to be 
relevant,” Horner said. 
“I think I was able to 
effect education policy 
by bridging the gap be-
tween the General As-
sembly and folks at DPI. 
They don’t communicate 
well.”

The DPI is the state’s 
education department, 
officially known as the 
Department of Public 
Instruction.

Horner served 14 years 
on the Nash County 
school board, so learning 
has always been impor-
tant to him.

“We were able to figure 
out the class size issue,” 
Horner said of his time 
in the Senate. “We got 
out of it alive.”

Horner is also happy 
he was instrumental in 
bringing back retired 
teachers without affect-
ing their retirement ben-
efits. Horner served on 
the pension and retire-
ment committee as well.

“I was able to ask cer-
tain questions about the 
cost of ending state pen-
sion plans, and we found 
it was just too expensive 

to even consider,” Horn-
er said.

Horner has always 
asked questions. He’s 
is always trying to find 
consensus.

“I always tell people 
my political skills come 
from me being the child 
of divorced parents,” 
Horner said. “I learned 
as a kid that there are 
two sides to every story. 
Mama’s right; daddy’s 
right. The people expect 
us to do that, to find 
consensus. You can’t 
have your way all the 
time. It’s not sustain-
able. If you try to, then 
the other guy will get in 
office and undo every-
thing you’ve done. I’m 
not afraid to work with 
people.”

Horner said it’s im-
portant for elected of-
ficials to represent their 
district.

Many people — even 
in Nash and Wilson 
counties — don’t know 
Horner secured $50,000 
for the new park in the 
Coopers community and 
$50,000 for repairs after 
courthouse flooding in 
Wilson.

Even after no longer 
officially representing 
Wilson County, Horner 
secured a $200,000 al-
location for construction 
of a new animal shelter.

Horner found state 
money in 2019 to help 
pay for the demolition of 
the old Bailey Hardware 
and Appliances at 6271 
Main St. The work is 
expected to take about a 
week.

The building had 
personal meaning for 
Horner. His father, Billy 
Horner, bought into the 
business with Drexel 

Rhodes in 1964. In its 
heyday, the store served 
as the cultural heart of 
Bailey.

“I was like Richie Cun-
ningham growing up in 
his daddy’s hardware 
store,” Horner said.

Horner’s father sold 
his stake in the place in 
1979 or ’80. Rhodes con-
tinued to run the store 
until it folded around the 
turn of the century.

“It’s an eyesore now. 
Daddy’s gone. Drexel 
Rhodes is gone. It 
needed to come down. 
I hate to see my home-
town looking so pitiful,” 
Horner said at the time, 
while watching an ex-
cavator demolish the 
building. 

“If I’m going to use the 
state’s money, I’m going 
to make sure it goes to 
a local taxing authority 
so they don’t add even 
more taxes to folks,” 
Horner said. “I don’t 
give public money away 
to private or nonprofit 
groups. I want it going 
to a county, city or town 
so they can do some-
thing without more local 
taxes.”

That hasn’t made 
Horner popular among 
lobbyists.

“I’ve never cared about 
image,” Horner said. “I 
do what’s right. I ain’t 
scared of s--t.” 

That may be one of the 
reasons Horner found 
himself gerrymandered 
out of Wilson by fellow 
Republicans.

District 11’s ever-
shifting boundaries led 
Horner to bow out at the 
end of his second term. 
District 11 changed 
three times in three elec-
tions and the 2020 Cen-

sus will bring another 
change, Horner said. He 
didn’t argue against the 
idea that he’d ruffled a 
lot of GOP feathers in 
Raleigh.

Horner, a southern 
Nash County native, 
lived in Wilson when he 
won his first two-year 
term in 2016, succeed-
ing former Sen. Buck 
Newton. Court-ordered 
redistricting drew 
Wilson County out of 
District 11 the follow-
ing year, placing Wilson 
and Edgecombe in a 
district.

Horner said at the time 
he didn’t know Edge-
combe County as well as 
Wilson and Nash, so he 
moved back to his child-
hood home of Bailey 
to stay in the redrawn 
District 11. Horner won 
reelection in 2018 and 
for two years, he repre-
sented all of Nash Coun-
ty and the western por-
tion of Johnston County 
containing the towns of 
Clayton, Smithfield and 
Kenly.

During his time in the 
Senate, Horner served 
as co-chairman of the 
Senate Committee on 
Education and Higher 
Education, which Horn-
er called “the opportu-
nity of a lifetime.” He 
also chaired the state 
and local government 
and general govern-
ment and information 
technology appropria-
tions panels and was a 
member of the health 
care, judiciary, pen-
sions, retirement and 
aging, base budget ap-
propriations and edu-
cation appropriations 
committees.

“The future of North 
Carolina has never been 
brighter. I want to thank 
everyone for their trust 
and support that has al-
lowed me to serve our 
great state,” Horner 
said.

Then-state Sen. Rick Horner, R-Nash, hands a diploma to 
a Southern Nash High School graduate with the late Ann 
Edge looking on. A proponent of public schools, Horner 
said the picture is his favorite photo from his four years 
in office. Contributed photo

The Enterprise
Discover Your Neighborhood with

252-243-5151

“The future of 
North Carolina 
has never been 
brighter. I 
want to thank 
everyone for 
their trust and 
support that has 
allowed me to 
serve our great 
state.”
SEN. RICK HORNER
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Partnership: Development can rebound in 2021
By Ken Ripley
kripley@springhopeenterprise.com 

NASHVILLE — Economic 
development projects shriveled 

up in March but 
showed a strong 
rebound by fall 
and prospects are 
good for 2021, the 
head of the state’s 
public-private 
economic develop-
ment agency said. 

Chris Chung, the Economic 
Development Partnership of 
North Carolina’s CEO, present-
ed a virtual update and an out-
look on upcoming activity for 
2021 during the Nash County 
Board of Commissioners’ Jan. 
4 regular meeting. 

The six-year-old EDPNC, a 
nonprofit established by the 

legislature and under contract 
with the state to perform eco-
nomic development functions 
previously under the Depart-
ment of Commerce, conducts 
industrial business recruit-
ment, helps existing firms 
expand, provides small busi-
ness startup and international 
trade assistance and promotes 
tourism, Chung told commis-
sioners.

Nash County joined the 
partnership when it revived 
its own economic develop-
ment office, breaking away 
from the Carolinas Gateway 
Partnership. The agency has 
65 employees in North Caro-
lina and more than 70 private 
investors, and Larry McAdams 
of Rocky Mount serves on the 
17-member board of directors 
whose appointments are split 

between the governor and 
General Assembly.

“We’ve certainly seen a lot 
of changes to how economic 
development is being done 
the past 10 months,” Chung 
said. “All predictions go out the 
window with something we’ve 
seen like the pandemic.”

Chung said the pipeline for 
economic development proj-
ects had been “robust” coming 
into 2020 but dropped dramati-
cally in March, April and May 
from 2019.

“We entered 2020 with a 
strong pipeline of projects. The 
pandemic turned them quickly 
on its head. A lot of plans got 
put on hold when we began to 
realize the seriousness of the 
virus,” he said, “and the deals 
we did have are moving much 
more slowly.”

But since June and every 
month since, he said, “we have 
seen significantly more new 
projects coming through the 
door than we did in 2019. Be-
cause the light at the end of the 
tunnel is becoming more ap-
parent, we’ve seen a major up-
tick in new projects. We expect 
more site visits in 2021.”

He stressed that having a 
qualified workforce and good 
available sites was still impor-
tant to being considered by 
prospective industries, but he 
said the pandemic shifted com-
panies’ interest in locating in 
urban areas to more suburban 
areas and smaller towns where 
workers could use some aspect 
of home employment.

“Urban density has been 
exposed by the pandemic as a 
riskier thing than people ever 

thought,” Chung said. “After 
the pandemic, some of those 
urban neighborhoods are not 
going to seem so appealing. 
Office trends will change quite 
a bit heading into 2021.”

Another trend Chung said 
the state is seeing is a lot of 
food and beverage companies 
seeking manufacturing plants 
to produce prepackaged foods. 
Noting that the hospitality in-
dustry suffered the largest sus-
tained job loss, he suggested 
the county consider focusing 
on retraining hospitality work-
ers to work in prepackaged 
food plants. He also said new 
jobs would also require some 
background in technology. 

He said Nash County’s use of 
shell buildings was an advantage 

Chung

See PARTNERSHIP, Page 2B

Southern Nash optimistic, 
but now faces longer wait 

Jermia Walker (4) of Southern Nash, driving to the basket during a January 2020 game against Hunt, enters her sophomore season with the intent 
of keeping the Ladybirds’ improvement alive against 3-A Big East Conference opposition. Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise 

By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7807 
| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

When basketball teams from 
Southern Nash High take the 
floor this season, they will do so 
with a schedule that’s reduced 
even further from the maximum 
14-game slate put forth by the 
North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association.

Originally set to open the 2021 
season Jan. 5 against Cleveland, 
the Firebirds will have to wait 
until Jan. 19 and the start of 3-A 

Big East Conference play after 
Nash County Schools opted to 
scratch the balance of noncon-
ference schedules across the 
system in response to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Ladybirds of head coach Jordan 
Bass were scheduled to be in 
quarantine through Monday 
after a player showed symptoms 
of the virus.

Once tipoff does occur, Robbie 
Kennedy’s Firebirds expect to 
utilize a junior-heavy roster that 
will once again revolve around 
its guard play. Coming off a 7-14 

season that saw Southern Nash 
finish last in Big East play, the 
Firebirds were involved in seven 
games decided by two posses-
sions or fewer, with free-throw 
shooting serving as the culprit in 
those close losses.

A prolonged struggle for the 
Ladybirds started to yield fruit 
in 2019-20. Southern Nash, 
which won a postseason game 
at Cameron Union Pines, won 
10 games and put forth its best 
Big East showing in some time 
with a 5-5 record, brings back 
its catalyst in sophomore point 

guard Jermia Walker and will 
add improved outside shooting.

PAUSE BUTTON HIT

But first, a Southern Nash 
team that intends to climb out 
of the Big East’s basement this 
season must wait while some 
of its neighbors in surrounding 
counties take the floor.

“Our (COVID) county rate is 
pretty high,” Kennedy said in a 
telephone interview. “Our girls 

See OPTIMISTIC, Page 2B

Red Cross 
volunteers 
lifted spirits

I hit a 
writer’s 
block 
this 
week. 
My 
routine 
is off 
— my 

husband took a new job 
out of town. 

My New Year’s reso-
lution is already bro-
ken. Exercising three 
times a week is still a 
dream. My garden is 
bleak — the weather 
is cold and gray, and 
the news at our Capi-
tol is depressing! So, I 
decided to search Mr. 
Google and see what I 
didn’t know about vic-
tory gardens.

Mr. Google did not 
give me more victory 
gardening information. 
What was brought to 
my attention was more 
like the sister of vic-
tory gardens, they were 
known as the Doughnut 
Dollies. Doughnuts are 
much better than the 
weather right now!

Doughnut Dollies 
were an American 
Red Cross volunteer 
project from World 
War II through the Ko-
rean War and Vietnam 
Conflict. “Doughnut 
Dollies” wasn’t an of-
ficial title for this posi-
tion, but one that the 
soldiers affectionately 
dubbed the ladies that 
brought free dough-
nuts — and cigarettes, 
coffee and gum, but 
most importantly, they 
brought humanity right 
to the front lines of the 
wars and conflict. They 
represented what the 
soldiers were fighting 
for — their girlfriends, 
wives, sisters, cousins 
and the girl next door.

Oak Dale Cemetery cleanup progresses
Typically, I would 

send an update on our 
progress improving the 
care and maintenance 
of the Oak Dale Cem-
etery grounds later in 
the year. However, I 
couldn’t wait to share 
some good news with 
all of you, particularly 
at this time.

In October, we had 
a very successful volunteer workday. 
The weather was beautiful and the 
turnout was wonderful. We only suf-
fered one casualty. Susan tripped, 
fell and suffered a cut on her head. 
Nicole, Vickie and Pete helped her 

before Nash County EMS arrived. Her 
injuries were not serious and she has 
recovered well.

In November, a few weeks after the 
workday, with donations received, we 
were able to grind the overgrowth and 
mulch the northern edge of the cem-
etery. Volunteers uncovered the grave 
of a 10-year-old little girl that had been 
hidden by the encroaching brush and 
briers for years. Some caring soul put 
a Thanksgiving flower arrangement 
on this new discovery. I have no idea 
who that person was, but it warmed my 
heart.

During December, signs have been 
replaced concerning flower removal 
during the year. Additionally, pathways 

needing immediate attention were 
graded and filled with 100-plus tons of 
crushed gravel. 

For all of you who have contributed 
your time, efforts, hard work and finan-
cial support toward our most recent 
successes, I thank you from the bottom 
of my heart. For those who are consid-
ering a donation, I promise your gener-
osity will be used wisely.

A process for donations has been 
established that allows all money re-
ceived to go directly to cemetery proj-
ects. Donors will receive a statement 
at the end of the year for tax purposes. 
Please make your donation check to 
Gibson Memorial United Methodist 
Church with the memo line Oak Dale, 

BECKY 
BARBEE 
PERNICIARO

These images show flowers at a grave 
marker and new signs reminding folks 
when to remove flowers each year at Oak 
Dale Cemetery in Spring Hope. Contributed 
photos

PO Box 770, Spring Hope, NC 27882.

Becky Barbee Perniciaro is a resident 
of the Peachtree community north of 
Spring Hope.  

See COMFORT, Page 2B

DEEANN 
RIVERA
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because counties with no available 
buildings would “not get very far in 
consideration because chances are 
we will have other sites available in 
North Carolina.” He said shell build-
ings were more flexible and “a cut 
above” a vacant building formerly 
used by another company.

Chung also noted that since the 
pandemic cut down on site visits, 
companies were conducting more 
research online and interacting 
virtually. He praised the county’s 
website for having good informa-
tion for prospective industries.

He expressed the hope that “at 
least a more normal year is ahead 
for us.”

“We are new, in our baby stage,” 
said county board Chairman Rob-

bie Davis. “If you’ll get us a good 
industry here, a little extra help, 
we’ll stand on our own from then 
on.”

In other business, commission-
ers amended the county’s unified 
development ordinance to allow 
government-owned animal shel-
ters as a separate permitted land 
use as the county works on plans 
for a new animal shelter to replace 
the existing facility in Nashville.

Previously, animal shelters were 
allowed under “animal specialty 
services” without restrictions in 
A-1 (agricultural) and GI (gen-
eral industrial) zones as well as 
in the RC (rural commercial) an 
GC (general commercial) zones 
subject to the restriction that no 
outdoor animal pens are runs are 
permitted.

The amended ordinance, ap-
proved unanimously, will allow a 
government-owned animal shelter 
in the OI (office and institutional) 
zoning district, as well as the A-1 
and GI districts, with outdoor ani-
mal pens and runs provided that 
the pens and runs are located at 
least 200 feet away from adjacent 
residentially zoned or used prop-
erty in order to mitigate potential 
noise.

In other zoning action, the 
board rezoned a 23.7-acre tract on 
Eastern Avenue near Nash Com-
munity College from residential 
to office and institutional. The 
county recently optioned the prop-
erty for future development of 
county facilities and/or expansion 
of the adjacent community college 
campus.

continued from page 1B

Partnership: ‘We are new, in our baby stage’

team is in a quarantine 
right now, so we’re just 
going to practice until 
conference starts. That’s 
what’s disappointing — I 
think we’ve got a chance 
to be pretty decent.”

Eight of 12 players 
for Southern Nash are 
juniors, with senior Cha-
son Royal returning to 
lead the backcourt for 
the Firebirds. Additional 
experience is back in the 
form of juniors T.J. Ta-
bron and Jackson Vick. 

Southern Nash plans to 
spread the floor with its 
guards and create driv-
ing lanes to the basket 
around a singular post 
player at times. Sopho-
more forward Landen 
Baker has drawn praise 
for his inside game to 
complement the slashing 
nature of the Firebirds’ 
guards and is a likely 
starter in the post. A 
man-to-man defensive 
approach will be the pref-
erence, provided South-
ern Nash can evade foul 
trouble. Senior guard 
Darin Bailey was the 
first player off the bench 
last season and is in line 
for an expanded role in 
2021.

“We’re going to try to 
spread people out,” Ken-
nedy said. “We’ve got 
some pretty athletic guys, 
so we’re going to try to 
spread people out and try 
to drive on them.” 

A collection of similar-
sized guards will revolve 
around Baker and junior 
Dashon Pitts, giving the 
Firebirds primarily a 
four-out offense.

“We’re going to play 
four around one, kind 
of like what we did two 
years ago when we had 
Darius (Edmundson),” 
Kennedy said. “We’re 
going to try to spread 
people and drive them 
hard, even if they’re play-
ing zone. We’re going to 
need Chason to make 
open shots.”

Junior Zyshone Pierce, 
up from the junior varsity 

ranks, joins the collection 
of Southern Nash guards 
and owns a capable jump 
shot.

However, with a guard-
oriented offense comes 
the responsibility of 
protecting the basketball 
and making free throws 
to preserve the lead late. 
The Firebirds did it mas-
terfully with Edmundson 
two years ago in a 16-10 
campaign that reached 
the third round of the 
postseason, but the lack 
of consistency in 2019-20 
from the foul line played 
a big role in last year’s 
struggles.

“We were 7-14,” Ken-
nedy reflected. “We lost 
to Fike twice and missed 
over 20 free throws both 
games. We lost to Rocky 
Mount in overtime and 
lost to Franklinton by 
four. We had a four-point 
lead on Hunt with three 
minutes left in the game. 
We just had a hard time 
finishing, and a lot of that 
had to do with free-throw 
shooting.”

On the inside, Baker 
provides a physical pres-
ence to complement the 
guards on the perimeter. 
Pitts, who served as 
Southern Nash’s center 
at the junior varsity level, 
has a battery of post 
moves at his disposal.

“Neither one of them 
are real tall,” Kennedy 
said of his interior play-
ers. “But they’re big 
kids, they can move. If 
we can get 10 (points) 
and 10 (rebounds) from 
them combined or like 
12 and 10 from them 
two, that’s what we’re 
looking for. The biggest 
thing with them is be-
ing able to make layups, 
make free throws and 
rebound.”

Yet the Firebirds’ im-
proved talent must wait 
to see exactly how much 
ground it can make up 
in the Big East stand-
ings.

“I think our kids want 
to play,” Kennedy said. 
“I think they’re going to 
be upset a little bit when 

we talk to them, but I’m 
going to try to explain 
to them that they’re not 
the only ones. If you look 
at college, Duke hasn’t 
played in like two weeks. 
It is what is is, and there’s 
nothing we can do about 
it. We just need to get 
focused and do the best 
we can with our 10 con-
ference games and hope 
we can take care of some 
business.”

LADYBIRDS ON HOLD

Once his team is able 
to take the floor, Bass 
expects he’ll have the 
best collection of shoot-
ers he’s had in his time at 
the helm of the Southern 
Nash program.

There will be a dropoff 
in size with the departure 
of 6-foot center Jalisa 
Williams, but the Lady-
birds plan to offset that 
with quickness and a 
perimeter punch that was 
lacking even with the 
strides shown during the 
2019-20 season.

It will still begin with 
sophomore point guard 
Jermia Walker, who 
took Southern Nash 
girls basketball on its 
own version of a magi-
cal mystery tour last 
season. A team that’s 
simply struggled to 
compete, particularly 
against Big East op-
position, found a way 
forward with Walker’s 
quickness and playmak-
ing ability. In addition 
to winning a playoff 
game, Southern Nash 
engineered an upset of 
a 20-win Hunt team that 
reached the NCHSAA 
3-A quarterfinals.

“She definitely changed 
our program the sec-
ond she stepped on the 
court really,” Bass said of 
Walker. “We hadn’t really 
had that point guard that 
can create and get to the 
basket, and that’s what 
she brings.”

Perimeter punch will 
be added by senior 
Brooke Lucas and sopho-
more Darielle Whitley. 

The inside duties will 
fall to 5-9 senior center 
Maya Smith. Lucas, at 
shooting guard, returns 
as a starter. Whitley has 
displayed the best shoot-
ing touch on the roster in 
preseason. Junior small 
forward Dahlia Romero 
joins the varsity ranks 
after leading the JV ranks 
in scoring, giving the La-
dybirds a reliable option 
with the jumper at the 
second level.

“We can put a team on 
the court where really all 
five girls can score,” Bass 
said. “In the past, we 
would really be depend-
ing on two or three girls 
to be scoring.”

Freshman Tabatha 
Tomaszewski, a solid 
net presence for the 
Southern Nash volleyball 
team, is a new face who 
can provide length and 
toughness inside and 
was in line to play var-
sity minutes. A seven- to 
eight-player rotation is 
expected, but depth for 
a varsity and junior var-
sity program has taken 
a hit with transportation 
issues brought forth by 
COVID-19 and a virtual 
learning format. As such, 
there will be no JV team 
on the girls side.

Junior Kaylin Younes 
plans to figure into the 
rotation with her on-
court savvy and use of 
the mid-range game, 
while capable of playing 
multiple positions.

Bass, who missed the 
first eight practices due 
to his own quarantine pe-
riod, still sees his group 
as one that can defeat 
any Big East opponent on 
a given night.

“I do expect us to defi-
nitely be competitive,” 
he said. “We’ll have more 
girls who will have a 
chance to score and we 
should be able to shoot 
from the outside better. 
We should definitely be 
competitive again this 
year and really, in my 
opinion, have a chance to 
beat anyone in the con-
ference.”

continued from page 1B

Optimistic: ‘Chance to beat anyone in the conference’

The selection to be a 
volunteer was tough to 
get. The requirements 
to apply to this non-paid 
position was to be a fe-
male college graduate, 
pass a physical exam, 
have stellar reference 
letters and have an out-
standing personality as 
determined from a per-
sonal interview. It was 
easier to get into the mili-
tary than to volunteer 
as a civilian on the front 
lines!

After selection, the 
young volunteers then 
went through the Ameri-
can Red Cross training 
program in Washington. 
After receiving multiple 
immunizations and their 
uniform, they had to 
complete several weeks 
of training (this sounds 
similar to being in the 
military). Training in-
cluded the proper way 
to wear a uniform — 10 
pages of specific instruc-
tions. The young ladies 

also received basic train-
ing on the American 
Red Cross’ history and 
its policies and proce-
dures before being sta-
tioned overseas where 
the fighting was taking 
place.

A letter exchange 
between a former Red 
Cross volunteer mother 
and her daughter, who 
was a current Dough-
nut Dollie volunteer 
in Korea, found on the 
website Coffee or Die 
accurately sums up the 
Doughnut Dollies’ true 
mission. 

Helen Meyner, 22, 
shared in a letter to her 
mom what her days as 
a volunteer involved. 
Some duties sounded 
rather mundane, like 
helping in the hospi-
tal by arranging card 
games, ping-pong tour-
naments, birthday par-
ties and talent shows. 
Typical duties in the 
1950s for the Red Cross 
at that time. Helen also 
shared that soldiers 

were young and scared 
that they would soon 
be returning to the hor-
rors of war if they were 
physically able. 

Her mother, Eleanor 
“Bumpy” Stevenson, the 
former Doughnut Dol-
lie during WWII, replied 
with sage advice that 
continues to hold true 
even now:

“There is no other 
work as fascinating and 
as rewarding and as 
deeply wonderful. For 
the rest of your life, you 
will have real values. 
You know now what 
is important. Nothing 
matters except human 
relationships and kind-
ness and service. I am so 
happy that you have had 
this experience. You can 
never forget it and never 
be trite, petty, little or 
mean. If only everyone 
in the world could have 
a similar experience, we 
would have peace to-
morrow and forever.”

These young, educated 
women saw a problem 

and didn’t complain, 
carry a weapon or have 
a political agenda, they 
just rolled up their 
sleeves and became 
a shining light in the 
darkness. They served 
the service members 
who were fighting for 
America.

They used doughnuts 
to boost morale. They 
brought kindness and 
hope in the face of 
brutality and violence. 
They didn’t bind physi-
cal wounds, but rather 
the emotional wounds 
that are harder to see. 
They were the gals from 
home who came and 
cared.

Perhaps we need 
Doughnut Dollies and 
victory gardens to help 
heal America now.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.
com. Email her at Vic-
toryGardenGal@gmail.
com.

Comfort: ‘You know now what is important’
continued from page 1B
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Bible calls for justice in wake of Capitol attacks
It was 

an excit-
ing Sun-
day at 
Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church. 
We, the 
members, 
began 

Sunday’s service by pray-
ing for our country and 
the new leadership. They 
will need all the help 
they can get bringing our 
country together. 

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
presented to glorify God 
by Janice Sykes in loving 
memory of her beloved 
husband, Bobby Sykes.

Special music: Jane 
May performed a piano 
solo. Pastor Gene White-
house played a video pre-
sentation for “I Will Go 
On.” sung by the Gaither 
Vocal Band. This song is 
so fitting after this past 
week.

Bible verse for the 
month of January: Psalm: 
90:12.

Pastor’s message: 
“Contagious Truth and 
Love,” taken from Acts 
6: 1-7.

DEVOTIONAL 

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “A Christian View 
of Those Who Suffer” 
by Billy Graham, from 
“Peace for Each Day.”

“I know that the Lord 
will maintain the cause of 
the afflicted, and justice 
for the poor.” — Psalm 
140: 12.

“A Christian will be 
concerned about suffer-
ing humanity around 
him. The poverty and 
suffering of thousands 
of people in your own 
neighborhoods will be-
come a concern to you. 
You will join with orga-
nizations and associa-
tions to help alleviate the 
suffering of humanity 
around you. Many people 
spend so much time in 
lofty enterprises that they 
make no contribution to 
suffering immediately at 
hand. Who is our neigh-
bor? Whoever is closest 
to us. It could be a wife, 
a husband, a child, or 
those living next door. 
Our neighbor is that one 
closest to us-in our city or 
country, then the world.

“The Bible says, ‘The 
common people heard Je-
sus gladly.’ Wherever He 
went, He healed the sick. 
He comforted the sorrow-
ful; He gave practical en-
couragement. Years ago, 
an Anglican bishop told 
me that he could think 
of no social organization 
in England that did not 
have its roots in some 
evangelical awakening. 
The Christian will be 
interested and dedicated 
to causes that help those 
who suffer in our world.”

HOPE AFTER CAPITOL 
ASSAULT

From “A Biblical Re-
sponse to the Capitol 
Assault and the Promise 
of Redemptive Hope,” by 
Jim Denison: 

“My purpose is to offer 
biblical context on this 
tragic moment in our na-
tion’s history. 

“Scripture says of our 
Lord, ‘His soul hates the 
wicked and the one who 
loves violence’ (Psalm 
11:5). 

“Solomon instructed 
us, ‘Do not envy a man 
of violence and do not 
choose any of his ways’ 
(Proverbs 3:31). 

“All Americans must 
condemn the mob ac-
tions we witnessed. 
Silence is not an option. 
Unless we respond pro-
actively and redemptive-
ly, this senseless assault 
will only deepen the divi-
sions in our nation. 

“The Lord calls us to 
‘let justice roll down like 
waters’ (Amos 5:24) and 
commands us to ‘seek jus-
tice, correct oppression’ 
(Isaiah 1:17). We need to 
ensure that all Americans 
trust our elections to be 

just, but we must use just 
means to do so. 

“Scripture teaches that 
‘sin is lawlessness’ (1 
John 3:4) and warns that 
‘the wages of sin is death’ 
(Romans 6:23). 

“I have often quoted 
the maxim, ‘Sin always 
takes you further than 
you wanted to go, keeps 
you longer than you 
wanted to stay and costs 
you more than you want-
ed to pay.’ 

“Please join me in pray-
ing for God to redeem 
the Capitol attack. First, 
pray for our leaders and 
people to seek reconcilia-
tion and peace. 

“We can move forward 
or we can move back-
ward after this tragic 
event. God calls us to ‘be 
kind to one another, ten-
derhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ 
forgave you’ (Ephesians 
4:32). With whom will 
you start today? 

“Second, pray for 
Christians to re-
spond with truth and 
grace. Third, pray for 
more Christians to be en-
gaged in our democracy. 

“Christians are called 
to be salt and light (Mat-
thew 5:13–16), but both 
must contact that which 
they are to change. Simi-
larly, I have said for years 
that God is calling more 
believers into public 
service than are answer-
ing his call. You and I 
can participate locally 
and nationally on issues 
of biblical significance. 
We can be the presence 
of Christ in our culture, 
pointing others to the on-
ly One who can heal us, 
unite us and redeem us.

“When we were chil-
dren, we put our hands 
over our hearts every day 
in school and pledged 
allegiance to ‘one nation 
under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice 
for all.’ How will you ful-
fill your pledge today?” 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Flower calendar sign-
up sheets for 2021 are in 
the narthex. Please get 
one, fill out and return.

• Peachtree members 
held their first quarter 
Church Conference of 
2021 on Sunday. Busi-
ness for part of 2020 and 
the beginning of 2021 
was discussed. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• First Baptist Church 
of Spring Hope continues 
to welcome guest pas-
tors for indoor Sunday 
services. 

• Momeyer Baptist 
Church is now hav-
ing Sunday school and 
church services. All are 
welcome.

• Cameron Carver, son-
in-law to Susan and Law-
rence Edwards, is home 
from the Middle East. He, 
His wife, Amy, and son, 
Lincoln, have arrived in 
Hawaii, where the fam-
ily has moved. They are 
vacationing there before 
they start work. 

• The granddaughter 
of JoAnn Blankenship, 
Destiny King, was asked 
by the UNC Greensboro 
School of Music dean to 
be the student represen-
tative for the School of 
Music Undergraduate 
Curriculum Commit-
tee. She accepted. Con-
gratulations, Destiny.

• Bob and I hosted 
Joan and Ray Eason in 
our home for dinner and 
games.

• Jamie and Chad 
Horner host a group of 
family and friends for 
lunch at their home every 
Sunday after church. 
Great meals and games 
are enjoyed.

• Bob and I hosted our 
granddaughter, Mary 
Hazel Mink, and their 
grandson, Giorgie Mar-
tinez, for the weekend. 
They are from Boone.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and 

in need. Please keep 
them all in your prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, Bar-
bara Privette, Linwood 
May, Kathy Farmer, Rudy 
and Gail Brantley and 
Jake Robertson.

• Allen Greer, Faye 
Vick and John Privette 
are all recovering from 
surgery. 

• Ronnie Matthews, 
Frances Hedgepath, 
Beth, Lana Ezzell’s sister-
in-law, Delcie Wakefield 
and Pastor Bill and Dan-
ny Manning are recover-
ing at home.

• Billy Bunn, Dorothy 

Nelson, Ginny Bedding-
field, Seth and Eric Hicks, 
Jim Vaccaro, Marta White-
house’s brother-in-law 
and Sue and Bill Lamm.

• Janie Joyner, Bill 
Nelson. Joyce Brinkley, 
Eula Gupton and Ann 
Gunther are undergoing 
treatment.

• Wallace Edwards 
and Steele McGrady are 
recovering from surgery 
and need prayers.

• Norman Whitley is 
awaiting surgery in January.

• Audrey Farmer is re-
covering at home and will 
enter UNC Rex Hospital 

for surgery on Jan. 21. 
• Randell Whitley 

needs prayers.
• Timmy Clifton is in 

the hospital. 
• Miss Bowling, 2-year-

old granddaughter of 
Tom Holland, is in the 
hospital recovering from 
surgery. 

• Donald Bass is in 
Nash General Hospital.

• Tammy Turner is in 
the hospital. She is the 
mother of Gigget Hayes, 
Doug Hayes’s daughter.

• Irene Page is prepar-
ing for knee surgery.

• Birthday blessings to 

Julie Brantley (Jan. 11), 
Beth Baines (Jan. 13), 
Melvin Edwards (Jan. 
18), Milton Vick (Jan. 
26), Marta Whitehouse 
(Jan. 27) and Robby 
Bunn (Jan. 30). 

If you have news, 
please call or email me. 
My email address is mfp-
bun@aol.com. My phone 
number is 252-478-2846. 
I will need your news no 
later than 4 p.m. on Sun-
days. 

Fran Bunn is a member 
of Peachtree Baptist 
Church. 

PEACHTREE NEWS

FRAN 
BUNN
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CLASSIFIEDS Bailey man dies in Durham wreck 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

DURHAM — A south-
ern Nash County man 
died in an Interstate 40 
single-vehicle wreck on 
New Year’s weekend. 

Matthew Alan Evans, 
34, of Bailey, died Jan. 2. 
A passing motorist spot-
ted Evans’ crashed 2012 
Chevrolet Malibu sedan 
at 1:30 p.m.

The Malibu was on the 
side of I-40 eastbound 
between the N.C. 54 West 

and N.C. 751 exits inside 
the Durham city limits, ac-
cording to a press release 
from Kammie Michael, 
public information officer 
for the Durham Police De-
partment.

“It is not known when 
the crash occurred,” 

Michael said in the re-
lease.

Police say the Malibu 
had left the road and 
struck a tree sometime in 
the early morning hours. 
Responding officers 
found Evans’ body in the 
car. 

Teen charged in cold case homicide
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeneterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — Authorities 
have arrested a Battle-
boro community man 
in a 2017 homicide.

Ervin Trent Majors, 
18, faces a first-degree 
murder charge in the 
shooting death of 
18-year-old Jahmel 
Montey Dales.

Dales was shot and killed on the 
1100 block of Niblick Drive on 
Dec. 18, 2017.

Dales died in a drive-by shooting, 

but he wasn’t the intended target. 
He died of a penetrating gunshot 
wound of the chest, according to 
his autopsy report, which showed 
he didn’t have alcohol in his system 
at the time of his death.

Detectives with the Rocky 
Mount Police Department served 
Majors with an arrest warrant 
Friday at the Nash County Deten-
tion Center, where he’s incarcer-
ated on unrelated charges. 

Majors has pending Nash 
County court dates on charges of 
discharging a weapon into occu-
pied property within city limits; Pitt 
County on traffic violations includ-
ing driving with a fictitious license 

plate; and Edgecombe County on 
charges of breaking and entering, 
larceny and possession of a stolen 
firearm, according to online court 
records. 

Items stolen during a string 
of 2019 breaking and entering 
crimes include a handgun, as-
sorted food, liquor, a watch, a 
Nintendo Wii game system with 
two games and a controller, a 
Bluetooth wireless speaker, cell-
phones, a television set and cash, 
according to a press release from 
the Edgecombe County Sheriff’s 
Office issued at the time.

Majors is now being held with-
out bond.  

Majors

What is the ‘more excellent way’?
While I’ve 

been shut in 
on Sundays, 
I’ve taken 
the oppor-
tunity to 
watch some 
religious 
programs 
on televi-

sion. I’m amazed by the 
variety of preachers — of 
different genders, nation-
alities, colors and beliefs. 

What worries me is the 
preachers who seem to be 
out to fleece their sheep to 
gain wealth and perhaps 
popularity. I am willing to 
listen a bit, but I turn off 

the ones who are preach-
ing against the Bible.

Case in point, awhile 
back I heard a preacher 
saying that if we are 
touched by the Holy 
Spirit, we will speak in 
tongues — and that’s the 
most important of the 
spiritual gifts. After saying 
that, he offered his view-
ers a book he’d written 
which “would get people 
to speak in tongues,” for a 
fee, of course.

As he was speaking, 
I thought about Paul’s 
words in the book of 1 
Corinthians. He says that 
not every Christian will 

speak in tongues. In fact, 
the church needs people 
with a variety of gifts. He 
then says, “I will show you 
a more excellent way” 
(12:12). And he goes on 
to write some of the most 
meaningful words in the 
Bible, those of 1 Corinthi-
ans Chapter 13: “Though 
I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I have be-
come sounding brass or a 
clanging cymbal.” 

He goes on to say that 
without love, none of the 
gifts or kind behaviors have 
profit. He lists the quali-
ties of love, qualities that 

convict many of us who fail 
at times to be loving. What 
are some of these qualities? 

“Love suffers long and is 
kind; love does not envy; 
love does not parade itself, 
is not puffed up; does not 
behave rudely, does not 
seek its own, is not pro-
voked, thinks no evil; does 
not rejoice in iniquity ... love 
endures all things” (1, 4-6).

We have not been a loving 
country this past week. Both 
political sides are to blame. 
Why can’t we try to love 
each other instead of hate?

Donna Crowe is a minis-
ter’s wife. 

DONNA 
CROWE

Robbery, sex assault convict up for parole
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

A Rocky Mount man 
serving a life sentence 

for robbery 
and sexual 
assault con-
victions is up 
for parole.

Darine 
Bennett, 60, 
has served 
41 years of 

a life sentence on 1979 
convictions of armed 
robbery and assault with 

intent to commit rape.
Bennett is currently 

housed at the Caledonia 
Correctional Institu-
tion, a medium- and 
minimum-security prison 
outside Halifax. 

While incarcerated, 
Bennett has been accused 
of committing at least 
50 infractions, includ-
ing threatening to injure 
prison staff in June. 
Other infractions over the 
years include sexual acts, 
theft, fighting and assault 
with a weapon. View this 
story on SpringHopeEn-

terprise.com for a full list 
of infractions. 

The N.C. Post-Release 
Supervision and Parole 
Commission is considering 
releasing Bennett via the 
Mutual Agreement Parole 
Program. In the three-way 
agreement between the 
offender, the commission 
and the N.C. Division of 
Prisons, the offender com-
pletes certain scholastic 
and vocational programs 
as a condition of release.

The commission will 
consider information 
from interested parties 

for and against Bennett’s 
parole, as well as the 
facts of the case, in mak-
ing its decision. 

The state’s current 
structured sentencing 
law eliminates parole 
for crimes committed 
on or after Oct. 1, 1994.  
However, the commis-
sion has the responsibil-
ity of paroling offenders 
who were sentenced un-
der previous guidelines.

Anyone with questions 
concerning Bennett’s possi-
ble parole can call the com-
mission at 919-716–3010.

Bennett

Deputies: Suspect shot man in face 
From staff reports 

PINETOPS — A rural Edgecombe 
County man is accused of shooting 

a man in the face on 
New Year’s Day. 

Sheriff’s deputies 
announced Jan. 6 that 
29-year-old James 
Dean Millard of Oak-
ton Lane south of 
Rocky Mount has been 

charged in the shooting. 
Authorities were dispatched to 

Warwick Drive northeast of Pinetops 
on Jan. 1 and found a man suffering 
from gunshot wounds to his face and 
body, according to the Edgecombe 
County Sheriff’s Office. The man, 
who wasn’t identified in a sheriff’s 
office news release, was rushed to a 
hospital for emergency treatment. 

Detectives learned that another 
man had been seriously injured 

earlier the same night and iden-
tified Millard as the suspect in 
both assaults.

Millard was arrested on charges 
of assault with a deadly weapon 
with intent to kill inflicting seri-
ous injury and assault inflicting 
serious bodily injury. He was 
booked into the Edgecombe 
County Detention Center in Tar-
boro under a $250,000 secured 
bond. Millard

Lancaster receives college scholarship
For The Enterprise 

Faith Christian Ministries of 
Spring Hope has awarded Hailey 
Lancaster a $1,500 scholarship for 
her second semester studies at East 
Carolina University. This is her 
second semester award of a four-se-
mester scholarship totaling $6,000.

Lancaster, daughter of Donald 
and Aleah Deel, is a 2020 Southern 
Nash High School graduate. She is 
enrolled in the nursing program at 
East Carolina and plans to return to 
Nash County upon graduation. This 
met a scholarship requirement of 
Faith Christian that the recipient be 
trained in an area that would serve 
the people of Nash County.

“Last spring, Faith Christian de-

cided that one way to make an impact 
on our community was to help a 
deserving student receive two years 
of scholarship help,” said Catherine 
Gupton, scholarship committee mem-
ber. “We wanted to help a student 
with two years either at a community 
college or college. We specified that 
they would plan to live and work in 
Nash County upon graduation.”

“There are many talented students 
who are limited by their finances. We 
wanted to help a student who might 
not be able to afford college without 
some financial help,” said scholarship 
committee member Diane Batchelor. 

Gupton added, “Hailey has a ser-
vant’s heart.  She served in a variety 
of ways while attending Southern 
Nash. She is currently working at 

Open Door Development Center 
of Greenville in addition to her 
classes. Her willingness to serve 
was made clear during her inter-
view and was a deciding factor in 
her selection as our first scholarship 
recipient. Her first semester grades 
were outstanding. I think we made 
a good decision to help her.”

Faith Christian Ministries raises 
funds for assistance by reselling 
donated clothes and household 
goods and financial donations 
from area churches. Volunteers 
donate their time to run the min-
istry store and to assist with the 
Spring Hope population’s needs. 

A total of $123,000 has been used 
to help with utility, food, medical and 
scholarship assistance since 2010. 

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – 
GUARANTEED!
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FINANCING*

SENIOR &
MILITARY
DISCOUNTS0 % %

OFF15AND!

Promo Number: 285
1-877-649-1190FREE ESTIMATES!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 
8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*Contact us for additional details

AARP AUTO INSURANCE 
FROM THE HARTFORD

TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE 

HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-664-2305
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